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How to Create a 
“Winning” 

Application! 
 

Scholarship providers receive hundreds 

of applications each year. How can you 

make YOUR application stand out from 

the crowd? While there are no 

absolutes, the following tips will at least 

boost your chances of moving on to the 

next stage in the application process.  
 

#1. Get it right! Incorrect spelling, 

structural problems in the essay, 

grammatical errors — all will hinder 

your chances of success. A well-written 

essay, free of errors, is an important 

factor that is considered when 

applications are first reviewed. That is 

why it is imperative to have someone 

proofread your application and spot any 

errors that you may have overlooked.  

 

#2. Ensure the application is complete 

and submitted by the deadline. A 

student should make sure that all the 

questions have been answered, and that 

required documents such as forms, 

letters, and transcripts as well as contact 

information are included in the 

application package. Also, submitting 

your application by the required 

deadline is a must – late or incomplete 

applications are generally immediately 

eliminated from the competition. 

 

#3. For most applications, good grades 

are expected. Not all scholarships 

require a 90%+ average. There are 

scholarships that require a 65% average 

and others that do require a 90% 

average, but most fall somewhere in the 

middle. However, when financial need 

is a consideration, grades do not weigh 

as heavily. 

#4. Continue to participate in 

extracurricular activities inside and 

outside of school. Continue to volunteer 

in your community. Then when the time 

is right, take a risk and look for 

opportunities where you can take 

charge. Participation, volunteerism, 

leadership -- important elements of 

many scholarship applications. 

  

#5. There are scholarships and bursaries 

that are based on a student’s financial 

need. Provide as much detail as you can 

about your (and your family’s) finances. 

Be thorough. Otherwise, it can be very 

difficult to evaluate the student’s need 

of a bursary. 

 

#6. Be meticulous in following the rules 

and regulations. For example, if a 500- 

600-word essay is required, remain 

within those limits. If you are asked to 

list your involvement in leadership at 

school, do not list your leadership in the 

community. The scholarship committee 

will expect you to be able to adhere to 

simple instructions. If not, your 

application could be excluded from 

consideration. 

 

#7. Engage and inspire the reader in 

your essay! Tell a story of who you are 

and bring the reader into your personal 

story. Emphasize your most meaningful 

and impactful experiences rather than 

listing a summary of all of your  
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Upcoming Important Deadlines & Fees 
 

UNIVERSITY: 
January 11, 2017 
Deadline to submit your completed application to the OUAC; includes all 
final grades from completed Grade 11 and 12 courses and a list of all 
current-year courses in progress. Note: The OUAC still processes 
applications received after this date; however, specific university 
deadlines will apply. 

Fees  
Base Application Fee: $150 for the initial 3 university/program choices. 
Additional Choice Fee: $50/choice 
 
February 3, 2017 
Recommended last date for you to submit all information to the OUAC to 
be considered for early admission.  
 
COLLEGE: 
February 1, 2017: Equal Consideration Date 
Apply on or before this date to receive equal consideration for admission 
to programs starting in the fall. After this date, colleges consider 
applicants on a first-come, first-served basis until programs are full. Use 
the Find a Program tool at any time to find programs that are still open 
Note: All seats in Highly Competitive Programs may be filled by Feb. 1.  

Fees 
There is a non-refundable fee of $95 to apply to college through 
ontariocolleges.ca. Up to 5 program choices (no more than 3 at any one 
college) are included in this fee, as long as they start within the same 
academic year (August to July). 
 

activities. Be specific and give 

examples. Explain the purpose -- the 

why -- that inspires you to do what you 

do; e.g., to help others, to care for the 

environment, etc. 

 

#8. Take the time to learn about the 

organization. Read their mission 

statement and discover their values. 

Address these values in your essay by 

applying them to your experiences. For 

example, if leadership and diversity are 

valued, then your activities in 

community leadership or activism 

would resonate, as well as demonstrate 

your “fit,” with the organization. 

 

And last but not least, make sure you 

meet the specific criteria laid out in the 

application before you begin applying!  

Good luck! Your “winning” application 

may lead you to winning a scholarship 

(or two)!  

 

 
SCHOLARSHIP TIP #1:  
Be sure to check out the deadlines 
on your chosen universities' Student 
Awards page so you don't miss out 
on financial aid! 
 
SCHOLARSHIP TIP #2: 
Ask your parent(s) if their work place 
offers scholarships as part of its 
employee benefits package. 
 

Spotlight on OSAP:  
The Ontario Student 
Assistance Program 

 
OSAP helps you pay for college or 
university in the form of grants or loans. 
You are automatically considered for 
grants when you apply for OSAP. 
You do not have to pay back the grants 
and the loan is interest-free for as long 
as you are in school. Find out if you are 
eligible for OSAP here.  
  
There have been changes to OSAP for 
the 2017-2018 year. OSAP will provide 
free average tuition to students whose 
parents earn less than $50,000 a year. 
Ontario has also launched a new online 
calculator to help students find out 
whether they qualify for this free tuition 
or other grants and supports from the 
province. Get started by creating your 
OSAP profile. Check it out here.  
Keep in mind that once OSAP has 
determined how much you are eligible 
for in loans, you can choose NOT to 
accept the offer. 
 

______________________________ 

 

 

Q. What makes an essay 

stand out from the others? 

A. A strong thesis statement, 

strong examples that support 

the thesis, and originality of 

the essay 
-Wayne Griffith, RBC, 

RBC Black History Month Student 

Essay Competition 
 

______________________ 
 

 
 

 

Applying to an Ontario 
university? Check out OUAC 
holiday closures here 
 
Applying to an Ontario college? 
Check out ontariocolleges.ca 
Holiday and Peak Season Office 
Hours here 

https://www.ouac.on.ca/ouac-101/
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/apply
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/FindProgram
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/apply/highly-competitive-programs
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-get-osap#section-1
https://www.ontario.ca/page/get-ready-osap-2017-18
https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-ontario-student-assistance-program
https://www.ouac.on.ca/news/ouac-holiday-closures/
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/contact-us
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Update: Additional 

January Scholarships 

STEAM Horizon Awards 

For students (ages 16-18 at the time of 

application) recognized for STEAM-

related accomplishments in a formal or 

informal way; 85% average; preparing 

to enroll, or currently enrolled, in first 

year of postsecondary education in a 

STEAM field  

Award: $25,000 prize 

Deadline: January 9, 2017 

 

5i Research Stock Simulation 

Scholarship Competition 

For students in their final year of high 

school who plan to enroll in university 

or college in fall 2017; learn about 

investing; three months to construct and 

trade a portfolio 

Award: $3500 (1), $2500 (1), $2000 (2) 

scholarships 

Register no later than JANUARY 15, 

2017. The simulation will run from 

JAN. 16, 2017 until APR. 17, 2017. 

*Note: To participate, you must sign up 

for a free trial membership to 5i 

Research 

 

Start2Finish Pathway of Hope 

Scholarship Program 

For students across Canada who are 

currently in their final year of high 

school. Priority is given to (though not 

limited to) applicants who have 

participated in Start2Finish programs as 

recipients or volunteers. Eligible 

candidates must demonstrate a need for 

financial assistance. 

Award: $1,000-$2,500; successful 

applicants who are awarded a Pathway 

of Hope Scholarship will be asked to 

“pay it forward” by participating in at 

least one summer volunteer opportunity 

with Start2Finish 

Deadline: January 31, 2017 

 

 

Province Wide 

Scholarships: February 

Ontario Minor Hockey Association 

(OMHA) / Wally Scott Bursary 

For young hockey players committed to 

community, athletics, and academics; 

for postsecondary education; registered 

player in OMHA minimum of 5 years 

Award: two awards between $1000-

$2500 (subject to change) 

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (February 18 in 2016) 

 

Canada Wide 

Scholarships: February 
Optimist Int. Communication Contest 

for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing  

For students through Grade 12 who are 

certified to have hearing loss of 40 

decibels or more; 4- 5-minute 

presentation on official contest topic 

“What the World Gains from 

Optimism;” submit a typed copy of the 

speech to your local club. 

Email programs@optimist.org to find a 

contact for your local club. Contestants 

can present in sign language, orally or a 

combination. For contest rules/specifics, 

see application. 

Awards: Club level – medallion; Club 

winners advance to the District contest 

to compete for a $2,500 scholarship  

Deadline: The deadline to enter is 

determined by the sponsoring Club. 

 
Optimist International Essay Contest 

For students under 18 as of Oct. 1, 

2016; contact local Optimist Club to 

find out topic; submit a 700- 800-word 

essay. Email programs@optimist.org to 

find a contact for local club. For contest 

rules/specifics, see application. 

Awards: Club level – medallion; Club 

winners advance to District contest to 

compete for a $2,500 scholarship  

Deadline: club-level essay contests are 

held by early February 

 

Zonta International Young Women in 

Public Affairs (YWPA) Award 

Women ages 16-19 who demonstrate 

evidence of commitment to 

volunteerism; experience in 

local/student government; volunteer 

leadership achievements; knowledge of 

Zonta Int; support mission of advancing 

the status of women  

Process: Apply to local Zonta club. 

Zonta clubs select one application to 

send to district governor/region rep. The 

district/region evaluating committee 

selects one applicant to submit to Zonta 

Int. Headquarters. 

Award: local clubs may award $1000; 
District/Region recipients receive 

US$1,000. Ten International recipients 

are selected from the District/Region to 

receive awards of US $4,000. 

Deadline: The deadline to enter is 

determined by the local Club.  

 

Indspire: Building Brighter Futures 

Awards / Petro-Canada Bursary for 

Indigenous Students 

For gas service attendants & 

managers who work at Petro-Canada 

Award: eight bursaries of $750 to 

GSAs/managers attending high school  

Deadline: Apply at any time during the 

year; applications are reviewed: Feb. 1 / 

June 1 / Nov. 1  
 

Kin Canada Bursary 

For a graduating student attending a 

post-secondary institution in fall 2017; 

demonstrates high ideals/qualities of 

citizenship; evaluated on 

community/school involvement, 

knowledge of Kin Canada; financial 

need; scoring based on effort/content; 

submit application to Kinsmen, Kinette 

or Kin Club closest to you (find a club);  

Award: bursaries of $1,000 each 

Deadline: February 1, 2017 
 

Schulich Leader Scholarships 

Nominees must be enrolling in a STEM 

program in a Schulich partner 

university; possess 2/3 criteria: 

academic excellence; 

entrepreneurial/community/business 

leadership; financial need; AND 

entrepreneurial minded, pursuing career 

in Tech, Innovation, Engineering, or 

Scientific Research; see revised 

guidelines.  

Award:  25 Engineering scholarships: 

$100,000 each; 25 Science, Technology, 

or Math scholarships: $80,000 each 

Deadlines: High schools submit 

their one nomination by Feb. 1. 

Students submit Schulich Leader 

Scholarship Application by Feb. 22. 

http://steamhorizonawards.ca/
https://www.5iresearch.ca/stock-competition/
https://www.5iresearch.ca/stock-competition/
http://www.start2finishonline.org/scholarship
http://www.start2finishonline.org/scholarship
http://www.omha.net/news_article/show/359366?referrer_id=885453
http://www.omha.net/news_article/show/359366?referrer_id=885453
http://www.optimist.org/e/member/scholarships2.cfm
http://www.optimist.org/e/member/scholarships2.cfm
mailto:programs@optimist.org
http://www.optimist.org/Forms/CCDHH_RULES_PAD-E_16-17.pdf
http://www.optimist.org/e/member/scholarships3.cfm
mailto:programs@optimist.org
http://www.optimist.org/Forms/Essay_RULES_PAD-E_16-17.pdf
http://foundation.zonta.org/Our-Programs/Educational-Programs/Young-Women-in-Public-Affairs-Award
http://foundation.zonta.org/Our-Programs/Educational-Programs/Young-Women-in-Public-Affairs-Award
http://indspire.ca/for-students/bursaries-scholarships/
http://indspire.ca/for-students/bursaries-scholarships/
http://indspire.ca/for-students/bursaries-scholarships/
http://www.kincanada.ca/apply
http://www.kincanada.ca/find-a-club
http://www.schulichleaders.com/
http://www.schulichleaders.com/universities
http://www.schulichleaders.com/universities
http://www.schulichleaders.com/new-2017-revised-guidelines#.WE9XXfArKUk
http://www.schulichleaders.com/new-2017-revised-guidelines#.WE9XXfArKUk


 

 

Terry Fox Humanitarian Award  

Open to students of all abilities; 

in good academic standing who 

completed high school OR 

are graduating from high school; 

involved in voluntary humanitarian 

activities; planning to study, or already 

studying, in university  

Award: $7,000 annually, or $3,500 

annually for students who do not pay 

tuition fees; renewable for 4 years; 

approximately 20 awards each year. 

Deadline: February 1, 2017 

 

Canadian Right of Way Education 

Foundation High School Scholarship 

To a graduating high school student 

entering course of study in law, 

surveying, engineering, planning, 

property appraisal, public admin or 

environmental studies;.75% / B+ avg in 

most recent 3 years of study; 20-25 

applicants / year  

Award: $2500 (The scholarship amount 

may be awarded to one applicant or split 

among more than one applicant.) 

Deadline: February 2, 2017 

 

Herbert H. Carnegie Future Aces 

Foundation’s National Citizenship 

Award and Scholarship Program 

For students in graduating year of high 

school; exceptions considered; 

demonstrates good citizenship through 

extensive community service or 

character-building initiatives and by 

participating in humanitarian 

causes (min. 350 hours). Financial need 

considered; approx. 300 applicants 

Award: $1000 scholarships 

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (February 2 in 2016) 

 

Canadian Engineering Memorial 

Foundation (CEMF) / John Evans 

Engineering Entrance Award 

For a young Canadian woman entering 

engineering program from high school; 

a leader, volunteer and active in their 

communities and elsewhere; based 

primarily on involvement and 

demonstrated leadership skills at high 

school; high marks not a criterion. 

Winners act as ambassadors for 

engineering profession. Must submit a 

Voice Sound Clip & give 

a presentation to at least one junior high 

school / high school level audience 

Topic: Why I chose to go into 

Engineering 

Award: $5,000; includes work 

placement opportunity with Fortis Inc. 

Deadline: February 3, 2017 

 

Association of Black Law Enforcers 

(A.B.L.E.) Scholarship Program  

For black / visible minority youth; good 

moral character and habits; towards 

tuition fees for study of law 

enforcement or law & security / 

correctional worker program / 

criminology / law or criminal justice 

studies / police foundation; essay 

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (February 12 in 2016) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Children’s Aid Foundation: 

Scholarships & Bursaries 

For former, or current, Crown Wards; 

Scholarships: Scored on Individual 

Attributes, Academic Achievement, 

Personal Contribution, Potential for 

Success and Financial Need; must be 

attending school fulltime. Bursaries: for 

students who meet eligibility criteria 

and demonstrate financial need. Part-

time students may apply. 

Award: Scholarships: $2500-$5000 

Bursaries: $2,000 for a full academic 

year, or $1,000 per semester. Part-time 

students receive $200 per course per 

semester, but are also entitled to 

reimbursement for textbooks. 

Deadline: Scholarships: February 27, 

2017. Bursaries: applications are 

accepted on an ongoing basis 

*Please note: Career & Academic 

Funding is available as well.  

Earth Day Canada / Hometown Heroes 

Award Program 

For a student who helps the 

environment in their community and 

beyond; leads others to environmental 

awareness, action, and a more 

sustainable future; makes a difference 

and improves the state of the 

environment at the local level; must be 

nominated (or self-nominated)  

Award: a $5000 cash prize that can be 

donated to a local environmental group 

or cause, or put toward post-secondary 

studies in the form of a scholarship 

Deadline: February 28, 2017 

 

RBC Aboriginal Student Awards  

Ten scholarships in two categories: For 

students majoring in disciplines related 

to the financial services industry & for 

students majoring in disciplines 

unrelated to the financial services 

industry; consideration given to those 

interested in careers in financial services 

for summer and post-graduate 

employment; selection primarily based 

on personal/academic achievements and 

individual financial need. 

Award: ten scholarships up to $4000 

for two to four years 

Deadline: February 28, 2017 

 

RBC Students Leading Change 

Scholarships 

For graduating students showing a 

passion to lead and inspire positive 

change in their community; min.75% 

avg in last completed year of study; 

enrolling in a degree or diploma 

program in fall 2017 

Award: eight $10,000 scholarships for 

high school students (3 out of the 8 

scholarships will be reserved for RBC 

Royal Bank student clients) 

Deadline: Feb. 28, 2017, 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Follow The Scholarship Report on 

Twitter. We post great #pse info!  

 

http://terryfoxawards.ca/applicant-information/
http://www.crwef.ca/scholarships/
http://www.crwef.ca/scholarships/
http://futureaces.org/what-we-do/#scholarship
http://futureaces.org/what-we-do/#scholarship
http://futureaces.org/what-we-do/#scholarship
http://www.cemf.ca/en/john-evans-engineering-entrance-award
http://www.cemf.ca/en/john-evans-engineering-entrance-award
http://www.cemf.ca/en/john-evans-engineering-entrance-award
http://ableorg.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=136&Itemid=788
http://ableorg.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=136&Itemid=788
http://www.cafdn.org/
http://www.cafdn.org/
http://www.cafdn.org/scholarships2016-2017/
http://www.cafdn.org/bursaries/
http://www.cafdn.org/career-academic-funding/
http://www.cafdn.org/career-academic-funding/
https://earthday.ca/hometown/#eligibility
https://earthday.ca/hometown/#eligibility
https://earthday.ca/hometown/#nominate
http://www.rbc.com/careers/aboriginal_student_awards.html
https://scholarships.rbc.com/StudentsLeadingChange.aspx
https://scholarships.rbc.com/StudentsLeadingChange.aspx
https://twitter.com/SkgScholarships


 

 

Province Wide 

Scholarships: March 
Allan Simpson Educational Fund 

For young people who are full orphans 

(both parents deceased); renewable if 

applicant maintains a passing average as 

a student at University or College; 

preference given to Ontario students. 

Award: 2 awards of approx. $2500 

each; 3 awards of approx. $1600 each 

Deadline: March 1, 2017 

 

Lieutenant Governor’s Climate Change 

Essay Challenge 

For Grade 12 students in Ontario to 

articulate their vision for how Canada 

helped end climate change by 2067. 

Award: First place ($3,000), second 

place ($2,000), and third place ($1,500) 

essays; award ceremony hosted by the 

Lieutenant Governor. Winning essays 

will be featured on opencanada.org 

Deadline: March 3, 2017 

 

Ministry of Labour It’s Your Job Video 

Contest 

Open to Ontario secondary school 

students; develop a video to stress 

importance of working safely on the job 

Award: 1st Place: $2000 for the 

entrant(s), $2000 for their school; 

2nd Place: $1500/$1500 for their 

school; 3rd Place: $1000/$1000  

Deadline: March 3, 2017 

 

Diabetes Hope Foundation (DHF) 

Scholarship Program 

For young adults (birth date between 

January 1, 1998 and December 31, 

1999) in Ontario pursuing 

postsecondary education in fall 2017; 

demonstrates active involvement in 

community and/or sports activities 

while engaging in healthy self-

management of their Type 1 Diabetes 

(See website for detailed criteria: Go to 

Step 1A.). 

Award: $2,500 each; 40 scholarships to 

be awarded in 2017 

Deadline: March 6, 2017 

 

Canadian Cancer Society / Gertrude and 

LeRoy Rellinger Youth Volunteer 

Scholarships  

For students entering first year in a 

fulltime University, College or Industry 

program; a Cdn Cancer Society, Ontario 

Division, volunteer for the past year 

who has demonstrated exceptional 

commitment to the Society’s mission 

Award: two $5000 scholarships  

Deadline: March 15, 2017 

 

Schizophrenia Society of Ontario (SSO) 

Scholarship Program 

For students in Ontario affected by 

schizophrenia/psychosis in recovery and 

also for youth who champion the cause 

of mental illness; attending university, 

college, vocational institute, trade 

school, or high school equivalency 

program; evaluated on quality of 

references & personal essay / success in 

dealing with the illness (if applicable) / 

appropriateness of academic and/or 

vocational goals  

2 types of scholarships: 

Klara Boadway Memorial Scholarship: 

For young women, ages 16-25, living 

with schizophrenia or psychosis, 

pursuing an education in the health, 

social sciences or social services fields; 

for individuals who provide support and 

or care to a parent living with 

schizophrenia or psychosis 

Youth Champions for Mental Health: 

For youth, ages 16-25, who have made a 

difference in their community in 

reducing the stigma surrounding mental 

illness 

Award: Amounts up to $5000 approx. 

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (March 21 in 2016) 

 

IBAO/OSAID (Ontario Students 

Against Impaired Driving)  

Anna Pyles Memorial Scholarship 

$1000 scholarship for a graduating high 

school student who is a leader member 

in school’s OSAID chapter and has 

taken part in OSAID activities and 

events for two years; must have helped 

organize at least 2 school campaigns 

and 1 community-wide campaign 

AVIVA Start Up Scholarship 

Two $500 awards: for a high school 

student who started an OSAID chapter 

at their school and helped organize and 

implement one OSAID activity or event 

at school. *Bonus points for helping 

organizing students to attend the 

provincial Conference in May.  
Deadline for both scholarships: 

March 22, 2017 

 

Sikh Foundation of Canada Scholarship 

Must be of the Sikh faith, a Canadian 

citizen or Permanent Resident; enrolled 

in, or completed, Grade 12 in Ontario; 

pursuing a degree at any Canadian 

University; completed Grade 11 with a 

min. average of 80% and mid-term 

Grade 12 min. average of 80%; 

attending university in the fall. 

Selection based on Academic potential / 

Community involvement / Extra-

curricular activities / Financial need. 

*Note: The 500- 650-word 

essay/personal statement is the most 

important element of the application.  

Amount: two $5000 scholarships  

Deadline: March 24, 2017 

 

Ken and Ann Watts Memorial 

Scholarship Foundation 

For graduating high school students 

who have participated in Sears Ontario 

Drama Festival District Festival in the 

year of the application and who will be 

entering a college or university program 

which will provide training for a career 

in the performing arts or arts education 

in fall 2017 

Award: four $3000 scholarships; four 

$1000 bursaries 

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (March 30 in 2016) 

 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society of 

Canada Scholarship / Follow the Leader 

For Ontario high school students; min. 

85% average over the last 3 terms of 

available marks; enrolling full-time in a 

in a Science, Technology, Engineering 

or Math (STEM) program; immediate 

member of family (or self) is directly 

affected by MS or an allied disease, 

TM, and ADEM. Selected based on 

academic performance; commitment to 

MS (fundraising, volunteering 

connected to MS, plan of study); 

volunteer / community involvement 

and/or extracurricular activities; 

financial need; strength of interview (if 

semi-finalist)  

Award: Up to 3 scholarships at the 

bachelor level: valued at $25,000/year. 

Max. tenure of 4 years or until first 

degree obtained (total value: $100,000) 

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (March 31 in 2016) 

 

http://grandlodgeofontario.ioof.net/allan_simpson_education_fund.htm
https://www.cigionline.org/jobs/lieutenant-governors-climate-change-essay-challenge
https://www.cigionline.org/jobs/lieutenant-governors-climate-change-essay-challenge
https://opencanada.org/
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/contest/index.php
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/contest/index.php
http://diabeteshopefoundation.com/content/how-apply
http://diabeteshopefoundation.com/content/how-apply
http://www.cancer.ca/en/get-involved/volunteering/ways-to-volunteer/youth-volunteer-opportunities/youth-volunteer-scholarship/?region=on
http://www.cancer.ca/en/get-involved/volunteering/ways-to-volunteer/youth-volunteer-opportunities/youth-volunteer-scholarship/?region=on
http://www.cancer.ca/en/get-involved/volunteering/ways-to-volunteer/youth-volunteer-opportunities/youth-volunteer-scholarship/?region=on
http://www.schizophrenia.on.ca/Programs-and-Services/Scholarship
http://www.schizophrenia.on.ca/Programs-and-Services/Scholarship
http://www.osaid.org/leaders/scholarships-and-certificates/
http://www.osaid.org/leaders/scholarships-and-certificates/
http://www.osaid.org/leaders/scholarships-and-certificates/ibaoosaid-anna-pyles-memorial-scholarship/
http://www.osaid.org/leaders/scholarships-and-certificates/aviva-osaid-start-up-scholarship/
http://www.sikhfoundationscholarship.ca/eligibility/
http://kenandannwattsmemorialscholarshipfoundation.ca/?q=node/4
http://kenandannwattsmemorialscholarshipfoundation.ca/?q=node/4
https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/dev/guidelines.php?pgm=344&lg=en
https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/dev/guidelines.php?pgm=344&lg=en


 

 

Canada Wide 

Scholarships: March 
International Order of The King's 

Daughters and Sons (IOKDS) / North 

American Indian Scholarships 

Offered to North American Indian 

students; scholarships given for 

technical, vocational, college or 

university studies. Approx. 70-90 

applicants & 26-35 scholarships 

awarded. In 2015 one Canadian student 

applied, and received, an award. 

Awards: $500-$700 scholarships 

Deadline: request application by 

March 1, 2017; send in application 

postmarked by no later than April 1, 

2017  

 

Junior Achievement (JA) Awards and 

Scholarships 

Offered to students involved in Junior 

Achievement. Each award has specific 

eligibility requirements.  

Deadline: first week in March. Check 

website for updated scholarships and 

deadline. 

 

 
 

Kiwanis Foundation of Canada Youth 

Scholarship Program 

Two scholarships: The Matching 

Scholarship Program (up to $1000). 

Check to see if your local club 

participates in this program. Criteria: 

acceptable grades, good character, 

financial need, participation in student 

activities and community service 

involvement; pursuing post-high school 

studies; Mel Osborne Scholarship (up to 

$500 for Kiwanis Youth Club students 

only). Criteria: acceptable grades, good 

character, financial need, membership 

and participation in a Kiwanis service 

Leadership Club and demonstrated 

community service involvement; 

pursuing post-high school studies 

Deadline: contact your local club  

Optimist International Oratorical 

Contest 

Open to students under 18 as of October 

1, 2016; submit a 4- 5-minute speech to 

your local Optimist Club on the topic: 

What the World Gains from Optimism 

Email programs@optimist.org to find a 

contact for your local club. For contest 

rules/specifics, see application. 

Awards: Club level – medallion; Club 

winners advance to District contest to 

compete for $1,000-$2,500 scholarships 

Deadline: Determined by the 

sponsoring Optimist Club. Club-level 

contests typically held by late March. 

 

Parachute / Stacey Levitt Memorial 

Award  

Award encourages Cdn youth to 

embody Stacey’s qualities and ideals 

and Parachute’s goal of a long life lived 

to the fullest, while rooted in risk 

management and injury prevention 

Award: one $2,500 award 

Deadline: March 1, 2017 

 

Canadian Hard of Hearing Association 

(CHHA) Scholarships 

Applicants must be either hard of 

hearing, deafened or oral deaf; first-time 

(or returning) students at 

college/university; academic 

achievement; determination to cope 

with hearing loss; community 

involvement; 2 types of scholarships, 

both $1000, for high school students: 

CHHA/CHHAF Scholarship: awareness 

of CHHA (consult the CHHA website) 

THE FRANK ALGAR MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP: advocacy level of the 

applicant is taken into account 

Deadline for both scholarships: 

March 3, 2017, 3 p.m. (EST) 

 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada 

(BGCC) Post-Secondary Scholarships 

For current/ former BGCC member (for 

at least 1 year) pursuing postsecondary 

education in fall 2017 (e.g. diploma, 

degree, apprenticeship, other); selection 

based on years of BGCC membership / 

extent of Club participation / Financial 

need / Other community/volunteer 

activities / Letter(s) of recommendation 

/ BGGC ranking  

Awards: $750-$4,000 

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (March 11 in 2016) 

Louise Russo W.A.V.E. Youth Awards 

For youth who exemplify Respect, 

Responsibility & Role of leadership 

through initiatives that reduce violence 

& create positive changes in their 

school community 

Award: five $1500 awards for 

Individual & Team Youth, and three 

$500 Leadership Awards  

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (March 11 in 2016) 

 

Leonard Foundation Financial 

Assistance Program 

For students enrolled/enrolling in a 

degree program in College/Univ.; fin. 

need. Preference to children of ordained 

clergy, licensed teachers, Cdn military 

personnel, graduates of a Cdn Military 

College, members of Eng. Institute of 

Cda and members of Mining and 

Metallurgical Institute of Cda. 

Preference also to those who previously 

received a Leonard Foundation Award. 

A nominator must submit your 

application. Select one and contact them 

for an interview. 

Award: $1,000 for those who do not 

need to set up a second residence to 

attend university ($1,500 for those who 

do); approximately 140 awards annually 

Deadline: Check website for update 

on deadline (March 15 in 2016) 

 

St. John Ambulance National Bursary 

Program  

Member of SJA; academic 

achievement/financial need, leadership 

qualities & commitment to high 

standards in field of study; upholds 

ideals of SJA; desire to serve 

community through SJA. Contact local 

branch for application forms (available 

after Jan. 1). Applications must be 

forwarded to the provincial office where 

you reside. The 2 awards listed here 

are for high school students going into 

post-secondary education. March 15th 

deadline for both. 

#1. James A. Albery Youth Bursary 

active as a member of the SJA Brigade; 

awarded Grand Prior's badge; essay 

#2. St. John Ambulance Nursing 

Bursary Awards Program: enrolled in 

a program leading to certification as a 

Registered Nurse or 

Licensed/Registered Practical Nurse  
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Youth in Care Canada / Ken Dryden 

Scholarship 

For young people, currently or formerly 

in the care of the Canadian Child 

Welfare System who are applying to 

any accredited publicly-funded 

Canadian college or university.  
Award: up to $3000, or 80% of the cost 

of tuition & fees; 8 awards; renewable 

annually, based on progress toward the 

completion of a first undergraduate 

degree, diploma or certificate  

Deadline: March 31, 2017 

 

 
 

 

Aboriginal Arts & Stories Competition 

Open to Canadians of Aboriginal 

ancestry (self-identified, Status, Non-

Status, Inuit and Métis) between the 

ages of 9-29. Create a writing or art 

piece that explores Aboriginal heritage 

or culture. Word count for stories varies 

according to age category. Your entry 

into the Aboriginal Arts & Stories 

competition must include a 200- 400-

word artist’s or author’s statement that 

includes a few words about you and 

explains how your piece explores 

Aboriginal heritage and culture. *Note: 

Check out the FAQs on the website. 

Awards: Awards in separate age 

categories ranging from $100-$2000 

Deadline: March 31, 2017 

 

Alliance for Equality of Blind 

Canadians AEBC/T-Base 2016 

Scholarship Program 

For blind, deaf-blind or partially sighted 

students studying (or planning to study) 

at a post-secondary institution; selection 

based on Academic performance; 

Comm. involvement; Overcoming 

adversity 

Awards: 3 awards: $1000-$2000 

Deadline: check website for update on 

deadline at end January (the 2016 

deadline was March 31) 

Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society of 

Canada Scholarship Programs / John 

Helou Scholarship  

For those who live and attend high 

school in Canada; for eligibility & 

selection process, see MS scholarship 

on previous page 

Award: Up to 2 scholarships at the 

bachelor level; valued at $6,250 per 

year, covering tuition. Max. tenure of 4 

years or until first degree obtained (total 

maximum value of $25,000) 

Deadline: March 31, 2016 

 

Muslim Awards for Excellence / MAX 

Scholarships (3 separate scholarships) 

 Open to all high school students in 

Grade 12 who intend to enroll in a 

recognized post-secondary institution 

and who demonstrate excellence in two 

or more of any combination of 

academics, athletics, business, religion, 

or ethics; demonstrate involvement and 

leadership in extra-curricular activities 

at school and community. Strong 

applications emphasize maturity and 

commitment to studies and a motivation 

to be engaged meaningfully in the 

Muslim community, Canada, and the 

world at large 

 DEADLINE for all three 

scholarships: MARCH 31, 2017 

 

 #1. ONE $10,000 SCHOLARSHIP Ike 

Ahmed University Entrance 

Scholarship: 90% or higher average 

from Grade 9 to current 

   

 #2. TWO $2,500 SCHOLARSHIPS 

Walied & Deena Soliman High School 

All Star Achievement Scholarship: 80% 

or higher average from Grade 9 to 

current 

 

#3. ONE $2,500 SCHOLARSHIP Zaidi 

Family High School All Star 

Achievement Scholarship 

80% or higher average from Grade 9 to 

current; demonstrates leadership in 

working to overcome a significant life 

event or financial hardship that may 

impede their ability to pursue their 

education or produce undue 

hardship; personal journey just as 

important as academic achievements.  

 

Retail as a Career Scholarship Program 

Pursuing a retail, business or marketing-

related program & currently working 

part-time or full-time in retail industry; 

enrolled full-time or part-time at a 

Canadian college or university in fall 

2017 

Award: 20 scholarships – one $5000 

Interac Scholarship, one $3000 

Canadian Retail Hall of Fame 

Scholarship and eighteen $1000 

Industry-Sponsored Scholarships; 

winners also receive hotel and travel 

expenses to go to Toronto on May 30 & 

31 to attend STORE, Canada's biggest 

Retail Conference, and the Excellence 

in Retailing Awards Gala  

Deadline: March 31, 2017 

 

Union of National Employees (UNE) 

High School Scholarships 

For students in their last year of high 

school who are about to pursue post-

secondary education; a scholarship is 

offered to a high school student in each 

of the Union of National Employees’ 

regions 

Award: ten scholarships in the amount 

of $1,000 (The award may be split and 

awarded to more than one candidate.). 

Deadline: March 31, 2017 

 

Union of National Employees Laurier 

Auger Bursary 

For a UNE member – or their partner or 

child – who is entering the first year of 

post-secondary education. Financial 

need and scholastic achievement shall 

also be considered. 

Award: $2,000 (The bursary may be 

split and awarded to more than one 

candidate.). 

Deadline: March 31, 2017 

 

 

 

  

http://www.youthincare.ca/ken-dryden-scholarship-2
http://www.youthincare.ca/ken-dryden-scholarship-2
http://www.our-story.ca/guidelines/
http://www.blindcanadians.ca/programs/scholarship
http://www.blindcanadians.ca/programs/scholarship
http://www.blindcanadians.ca/programs/scholarship
https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/dev/guidelines.php?pgm=344&lg=en
https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/dev/guidelines.php?pgm=344&lg=en
https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/dev/guidelines.php?pgm=344&lg=en
http://maxgala.com/scholarships/
http://maxgala.com/scholarships/
http://maxgala.com/scholarships/ike-ahmed/
http://maxgala.com/scholarships/walied-deena-soliman/
http://maxgala.com/scholarships/zaidi-family/
http://www.retailcouncil.org/education/retail-as-a-career-scholarship-program
http://www.une-sen.org/what_we_do/hea.php
http://www.une-sen.org/what_we_do/hea.php
http://www.une-sen.org/what_we_do/hea.php
http://www.une-sen.org/what_we_do/hea.php


 

 

 
 

 
Open Houses give you the 
opportunity to explore the campus, 
tour the residences, speak to faculty 
and staff about programs of interest, 
and bring your questions! If you 
miss the Open House, you can 
always book a Campus Tour. Some 
campuses are open for tours on 
March Break. Check with the college 
or university.  
 

College Open Houses 
January-March 2017 
 
Algonquin  
Ottawa Campus 
Saturday, January 21 
 
Conestoga  
Educational Pathways Fair:  
Wednesday, January 18 
Doon (Kitchener) Campus 
Spring Open House 
Saturday, March 11 
Doon (Kitchener) 
Campus and Cambridge Campus  
Spring Open House:  
Saturday, March 18 
Waterloo Campus 
Spring Open House:  
Saturday, March 18 
Guelph Campus 
 
Durham 
Saturday, March 25 
 
George Brown  
Thursday, January 26 
Saturday, February 25 
Thursday, March 30 
 
Mohawk 
Institute for Applied Health Sciences at 
McMaster 
Saturday, March 25 
 
Niagara  
Welland and Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Campuses 
Saturday, March 25 *Attend for your 
chance to win $3,000 towards tuition! 
St. Clair College 
Saturday, March 25 

University of Guelph: Ridgetown 
Campus 
VT Testing & Tour Days Open House 
3 Fridays in February: Feb. 3, 10, 17 
Applicant Information Days Open House 
in Clinton 
Thursday, March 9 
Applicant Information Days Open House 
in Ridgetown 
Thursday, March 16 and Tuesday, 
March 21 
Spring Expo Open House  
3rd Friday & Saturday in March: March 
17 and 18 

 
For a list of Ontario colleges, see 
here 
 
 

 
 

 
University Open Houses 
January-March 2017 
 
Algoma  
March Break Open House:  
March 11-13 
 
Carleton 
GTA Parents’ Evening: 
Tuesday, February 7  
March Break Program:  
March 11, 13–18 
 
Lakehead 
Grade 11 Preview Day:  
Friday, February 17 
Thunder Bay Campus 
March Break Open House:  
March 13-17 
Orillia Campus 
March Break Open House:  
March 13-17 
Thunder Bay Campus 
 
Nipissing  
Saturday, March 11  
North Bay Campus 
 
Queen’s 
March Break Open House: March 11 
 

 

 

Royal Military College of Canada 
Participate in a tour of the Royal Military 
College of Canada. Tours are normally 
offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
1:30 p.m. throughout most of the year 
and reservations are required. 
 
Ryerson 
March Break at Ryerson:  
March 13-17 
 
Trent 
March Break Open House Events:  
Tuesday March 14 
Durham-GTA Campus 
Thursday March 16 
Peterborough Campus:  
*Win Tuition For Your First Year! 
 
University of Ontario Institute of 
Technology (UOIT) 
Saturday, March 4 
 
University of Ottawa 
Applicant Receptions 
February 2017 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA), Sudbury, 
London, Barrie, St. Catharines, 
Peterborough, Guelph, Kingston and 
Oshawa 
Spring Open House 2017 
Saturday, March 18 
Main Campus 
 
University of Waterloo  
March Break Open House for applicants 
and admitted students. 
Saturday, March 18 
 
University of Windsor 
Spring Open House 
Saturday, March 4 
 
Western  
March Break Open House: Saturday, 
March 11 
 
Wilfrid Laurier  
Wednesday, March 15 
Brantford March Break Open House  
Saturday, March 11 
Waterloo March Break Open House 
 
York 
Spring Open House:  
March 5, 2017 
Glendon Campus  
Experience York Day:  
March 11 
Keele Campus  
 

For a list of Ontario universities, 

see here 
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